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The Romans copied the Greek 
technique, building courses of 
dressed blocks, held by through 
stones laid dry without mortar 
or with iron cramps and dowels 
set in molten lead. The space 
between the courses was left 
empty or filled with undressed 
stones, earth or concrete. 
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The Romans invented all possible variations 
In the plans of buildings which were copied 
by later architects. 7%e Ten Books on 
Ærchitecture bÿ Marcus Vitruvius Pollio, a 
Roman architect and engineer who lived in 
the 1st century B.c. was widely read in 
the Renaissance and later. 
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brick piers supporting 
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The Pantheon, Rome, A.b.120-24. Erected by Hadrian 
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Basilica of Ulpia, 
Rome, c. A.D. 98-1124 
a part of 
Trajan’s Forum 
built by the 
Hellenistic architect, 
Apollodorus 
of Damascus 
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holds up the tie-beam AA 


TIMBER ROOFS 


A tie-beam B king-post 
C queen-posts D straining-piece 
S. Paolo fuori le Mura, Rome 


Tie-beams lengthened by scarf-joints and iron bolts 
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Remains of 
aqueducts Aqua 
Claudia and 
Aqua Anio 
Novus, integrated 
into the Aurelian 
Wall as a gate in 
271 AD. 


